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  debra.volkmer@med.va.gov 
​​_______________________________________________________________​​_________​​​
​​​​​​​​​​​​​
Profile: More than 12+ years of clinical experience, five of which have been directly related to development, organization, and leadership of a seamless transition program dedicated to the returning combat veteran.  Exceptional organizational and leadership skills as demonstrated by the ability to manage a clinical caseload and adhere to agency and federal policy while developing a high level program with far reaching political implications.  Demonstrated talent for innovative and practical problem solving of internal and external situations shown through the ability to not only provide exceptional treatment for veterans, but also provide educational presentations, develop and write grants to support new and innovative programs, while supervising students and programmatic employees.  There is a high level of energy and established reputation for working outside the typical scenario by getting problems solved, goals accomplished, and change facilitated. As demonstrated by appointment to the National Social Work Leadership Council as chair elect for Research and Evidence Based Practice and the VISN6 board review for Social Work Peers.  There is consistent recognition by superiors and peers for outstanding capabilities, professionalism, dedication to the organization, and service to veterans’.  
Education

· MSW
1994
Master of Social Work (Emphasis in Mental Health) West                    

Virginia University, P.O. Box 6201, Morgantown, WV 26506.

· BSW
1986
Bachelor of Social Work, Concord University Athens, WV.

· Diploma
1971
Hinton High School, Hinton, WV  25971
Licensure/Certification
· LCSW
1997
North Carolina Social Work Certification and Licensure 

Board
- Licensure number: C003098
Professional Organizational Membership

· AVASW
2005
Association of VA Social Work – Member
· NASW
2003
National Association of Social Work – Member
Appointments/Committees 

· Appointment, 
VISN 6 Professional Standards Board

2007-2010

· Appointment
VISN 6 RVOEC Coordinator



2006-present

· Appointment
VISN 6 Leadership Development Institute

2006-present



Candidate (graduation in November 2006)




· Appointment
Chair-elect: National Social Work Research

2006-present
 and Evidence Based Practice Committee


· Appointment
VISN 6 MH Sub-Council



2002-present
· Appointment
Research and Development Committee

2002-present

· Appointment
Medical Center Ethics Committee
                        1997-2006
Internal/External Grants Awarded 
$242,646 
 "START Program expansion




FY' 2007-08

$250,000           “Traumatic Brain Injury” Department of Veteran Affairs

FY’2006-07

$241, 949
“Returning Veteran Outreach, Education, and Care

FY’2006-07


  Program (RVOEC) Department of Veteran Affairs.

$    9, 975
“Data Base Driven System”, VISN 6 Mental Illness 

FY’ 2006

 Research, Education, and Clinical Center (MIRECC) VISN6

$    4,755
“Educating Providers to Enhance Awareness of Need to
FY’ 2006-07
  Change PTSD Symptoms” (MIRECC) VISN6

$    3, 400
“Psychotropic Medication Education for Recently Deployed
FY’ 2006-07



 Veterans Diagnosed with PTSD” (MIRECC) VISN6
$  10,000
“Day Care Center Development for Pre and After school

1986



 Programs” State of West Virginia.



Internal/External Grants under Consideration
$14, 982
“Operation Iraqi and Enduring Freedom (OIF/OEF)

FY’ 2007 



 Outreach & Education Project” (MIRECC) VISN6

$ 14, 965
“Pre-Post Deployment Suicide Assessment, Prevention,
FY’ 2007



 & Education for OIF/OEF Veterans, family, & Staff.

Research Projects
· Assessing the needs of combat veterans – Principle Investigator

12/04-12/05
· Under Review - Psychotropic Medication Education for Recently
10/06
 Deployed
Veterans Diagnosed with PTSD” 
Publications/ Presentations
· Presentation at the VISN 22 Seamless Transition Conference, February 21-22, 2007 

· Presentation at the 21st Annual Uniformed Services Social Work Conference 2006.

“Veteran and family adjustment to a different world:  A Practice model of                collaboration between VHA, DoD, and the community.
· Presentation V-Tel VISN-6 and National SW Leadership through VISN-6  MIRECC 
           "Introduction of the OEF/OIF START Program"

· Volkmer, D. A.,. March/2006  “Assessing the needs of combat veterans, a research   

    evidence based practice committee project: Lessons learned”.  Synergy, A National Social Work Newsletter: p.13.  (Republished in July 06 special edition of Synergy)
· Volkmer, D.A. 2004, “Operation Enduring and Iraqi Freedom best practice” Synergy,     
  A National Social Work Newsletter: p10.

· Video Teleconference  - VISN6 Executive Leadership Council
· VANTS Call presentation for VHA Chaplain Service Grand Rounds related to Psychosocial and Spiritual Issues for family members of the returning combat vet.
· VANTS Call in collaboration with the Deputy Director of Social Work in VA Central 

             Office on performance based interviewing techniques.

· VISN 6 Mental Health Leadership Council

· Keynote Address at the 11th Annual  Conference for the Specialized Inpatient Post 
              Traumatic Stress Unit.
· Grand Round Video Teleconference posted on the VISN 6 MIRECC web site.

(Additional presentations have been completed and can be discussed if requested)

Professional Employment Experience
W. G. (Bill) Hefner VAMC, Salisbury, NC
                February 1995 to present

Veterans Health Administration

· Operation Enduring and Iraqi Freedom Program Coordinator    3/06 to present

· Collateral Duty working with OIF/OEF program development    10/04 to 3/06
· Post Traumatic Clinical Team Social Worker


        2004 to 3/06
· Specialized In-patient Post Traumatic Stress Unit                          1997 to 2004
· Medical Surgical Unit 





        1995 to 1997

· Beckley Veterans Health Administration                     
6/94 to 11/94 

 (references and additional examples available upon request)

