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Relevant Experience

· Currently responsible for implementation and coordination of Operation Iraqi Freedom/Operation Enduring Freedom, OIF/OEF, Clinic to meet needs of newly returning combat Veterans and comply with VAMC Director’s Office mandates from Washington DC.  

· Instrumental in developing and implementing an OIF/OEF Clinic to address the medical and mental health needs of returning combat veterans.

· Recruited Volunteers, who have become identified as Primary Care Providers for this specific population.

· Identified contact persons in Specialty Clinics, who readily assist these Veteran’s with priority care.

· Established weekly meetings for OIF/OEF Providers that provide opportunities for OIF/OEF related education, communication with other service lines and a forum for identifying and addressing problems as they arise.

· Assisted in the development of a process to identify OIF/OEF Veterans within the existing computer system, in order to identify and expedite their care.

· Assist POC with coordination of care and transfer of catastrophically injured OIF/OEF Veterans, who are returning home after acute care/rehab in military hospitals.

· Established Liaison relationship with VA Regional Office to assist with expedition of benefits for OIF/OEF Veterans.

· Attend Quarterly OIF/OEF Summit Conferences with VA Regional Office, VARO, VA Medical Center/Tucson, VA Medical Center/ Prescott, Vet Centers and VISN for purpose of planning, unifying and coordinating care for these Veterans within the State of Arizona.

Relevant Experience Continued
· Previously responsible for social work coverage in Platinum Clinic, provided assistance for medically related social needs for outpatient veterans covering Primary Care Clinics, Specialty Medical/Surgical Clinics, and LSU. Some of these responsibilities include but are not limited to:

· Suspected abuse/neglect, advanced directives, community referral assistance, disability application assistance, domiciliary placement, financial assistance, guardianship/fiduciary, homelessness, subsidized housing, legal services referrals, nursing home placement, ratings psychosocial industrials, respite, shelter assistance, substance abuse, de-tox, therapy/counseling, transplant psychosocial evaluations, transportation problems and VA Benefits.

· Assist Social Work Chair with organization and equipment set up for Standdown, worked closely with US Vets and other community agencies to identify funding sources, services and care to be available to homeless Veterans during Standdown. Was directly responsible for addition of AZ Humane Society as a participant in Stand Down 

· Collaborate with Vet Center to provide support and counseling for Vietnam Veterans, their families and Spouse/Significant Others, who are participating in Freedom Bird flight to Washington DC and Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial over Veteran’s day every year. Accompany the Veterans as a counselor or coordinate reception for returning veterans with families and Southwest Airlines at Sky Harbor Airport.
Additional Experience:

· Publications Manager for an engineering consultant firm, where I organized, managed and supervised a department consisting of 30+ employees 

· Program Director for non-profit agency dealing with job re-entry for displaced homemakers. I wrote policy, applied for grants, designed and implemented a job re-entry program, with a 90% successful placement record, was responsible for all budgeting and generation of tracking reports.

· Art Director, for graphic design studio, developed business plan, budget, marketed services and supervised staff.
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