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Brief Abstract of Proposed Presentation:  (Please limit to one page)

Our Nation's increased attention to the Operation Ira
q Freedom/Operation Enduring Freedom combat soldier has spurred an increased presentation in former POW's seeking treatment in VISN 11.  Older veterans who previously did not exhibit significant mental health symptoms are showing hypersensitivity to daily news reports on the fighting in Iraq and are now coming back to the VA.
VISN 11 sees the need to provide mental health treatment in a supportive environment without the stigma typically associated with psychotherapy for this generation.  Moreover, the negative impression of mental health treatment for those who were POWs during military conflicts is a significant barrier to overcome.

Information was sent to former POW's from WWII, Korea and Vietnam regarding the implementation of POW support groups.  In response to their interest, psychotherapeutic support groups for the veterans and their family member have begun in each medical facility within our VISN.  Based on a psychosocial rehabilitation and recovery model, each group is consumer-driven and encourages family participation.  Additionally, VISN 11 coordinates with the VA Advisory Board for Former POW's and organizes outreach activities to recruit these veterans to the VA so they may receive the benefits they so richly deserve.
The "New Generation" of social workers employed by the Department of Veteran Affairs would greatly benefit by learning about this special veteran population, their history and specific needs they would benefit as well, by the knowledge of how best to provide them service.

Objectives:  List four knowledge areas and objectives to be taught during the presentation (requirement for CEU credit).

1.
Audience will be able to identify the former POW and become aware of his or her unique experience, unlike any other combat veteran.  Mental health issues specific to this veteran will be discussed, along with treatment options.
2.  
VISN 11 has implemented a "POW Report Card" which requires each medical facility to maintain eight specific activities to accommodate the needs of this veteran, including the psychotherapy support group.  The Audience will learn the benefit of this endeavor and how it might be implemented in their own facility.
3 Data shows that a significantly greater proportion of living former POWs have service-connected disabilities than do other living veterans who served during the same period of time.  Data also shows that a significantly higher proportion of living former POWs are more severely disabled – i.e., rated 50% disabled or greater – than other living veterans.  The audience will learn about service-connected disabilities common to this population and about the VA's aggressive outreach efforts to ensure these veterans receive benefits to which they are entitled.
4 The audience will learn about VA's initiative to ensure quality health care for these veterans.  Information will be shared about the national provider training developed specifically for those providing treatment to former POWs, as well as the certification process for all Compensation and Pension examiners completing protocols for this population.
