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Formalizing Military and Civilian Collaboration:  

A System Response 

Model for Family Violence Prevention

Throughout history, collaborative responses between individuals, groups’ and communities have been essential and effective in addressing family violence.  Recognizing the importance of developing these types of collaborative, system-wide efforts, the Defense Task Force on Domestic Violence (DTFDV) recommended that communities establish formal mechanisms to improve military awareness, service delivery, and increase offender accountability in the form of a written Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between military installations and civilian communities.  

This workshop will present the Hampton Roads-Norfolk, Virginia system response model that was implemented as a result of the DTFDV recommendation. The Hampton Roads Navy family population is approximately 250, 373 and provides substantial economic, health, and social impact to the surrounding coastal communities.  The impact of intimate partner violence, in particular, is far reaching with serious consequences on social, public health, and criminal justice systems that require a coordinated response by public and private agencies and organizations.  The Hampton Roads Fleet and Family Support Program has been able to stand as a bridge between both military installations and civilian entities to establish a framework through which agencies and organizations can collaborate to develop and maintain  coordinated prevention, intervention, treatment, and rehabilitation services to address and reduce  family violence in this region.

The presenters will discuss the challenges faced in establishing a civilian-military partnership in the Hampton Roads area and the steps culminating in the signing of a MOU by  fifty signatories from seven jurisdictions of highest leadership, five military branches and other private, non-profit and community agencies.   After seven years of collaboration and compromise, in 2006 the Hampton Roads Military and Civilian Family Violence Prevention Council in the Norfolk, Virginia area was established for the surrounding region as a catalyst for improved military-civilian collaboration. 

The presenters will outline the steps taken to form this Prevention Council, discuss the charter and goals aimed at addressing and resolving multiple causes of family violence, outline the progress of the council since established, and define lessons learned during the building of this region-wide agreement.  

Objectives:  List four knowledge areas and objectives to be taught during the presentation (requirement for CEU credit).

1. Understand the importance for building a community infrastructure and commonly agreed upon charter that promotes collaboration and community response to family violence.

2. Identify steps in initiating military and civilian family violence prevention collaboration.

3. Understand potential barriers for effective collaboration and lessons learned.

4. Understand the importance of establishing a military and civilian MOU to legitimize the collaboration process and its benefits to ensuring the right people are a part of the process. 
