USSW CONFERENCE

Salt Lake City
2007
Type of Presentation


 Plenary session (1.5 hours)





X
 Workshop (1 to 1.5 hours)






 Poster Presentation

Title of Presentation: 
“Working with Returning OIF/OEF Veterans Dealing with Co-morbidity of Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), Substance Abuse, and Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)”
Name and Rank of Primary Presenter:    

   
Carolyn S. Hughes, Ph.D., LCSW
   
Chief, Social Work Service

   
VA Central California HealthCare System

   
Fresno, CA


Names and Ranks of Additional Presenters
   
Tricia Vail, MSW, LCSW




   
Clinical Social Worker




   
VA Central California HealthCare System
 

   
Fresno, CA






            









   
Jennifer Yanez, MSW

   
Social Worker
   
VA Central California HealthCare System
   
Fresno, CA

Please check one:

(  ) AF
(  ) Army
(  ) Marine Corps
(  ) Navy
(  ) PHS
(X) VA

(  ) Other

Daytime Phone Number of Primary Presenter 
(559) 225-6100 x5671




E-mail Address of Primary Presenter 
carolyn.hughes2@va.gov




Brief Abstract of Proposed Presentation:  


Presentation of current assessment and treatment options offered to returning OIF/OEF veterans at the VA Central California Healthcare System in Fresno, CA.  An interactive dialogue with multidisciplinary providers to ensure an understanding of the nuances of PTSD with this population, the striking high incidence of co-morbidity with substance abuse and a presentation of some of the unique reasons for this high incidence in this population, and a look at the screening, assessment, and treatment challenges for TBI (Traumatic Brain Injury) veterans who also experience PTSD and substance abuse.

Objectives:  List four knowledge areas and objectives to be taught during the presentation (requirement for CEU credit). 

1. Identify and describe the challenges of screening, assessing, and treating TBI 

     (Traumatic Brain Injury) veterans who also experience PTSD and substance      

     abuse.
2. Identify the characteristics of PTSD in the OIF/OEF population that were not present or were not noted in prior combat veterans.

3.     Identify the unique presence and utilization of alcohol and other substances in this returning population of veterans, and be able to discuss some of the reasons for the high incidence of substance use and abuse.
4.      Identify the challenges facing the VA to accommodate changing expectations and roles for veterans and families in assessment, treatment, and support.
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Dr. Hughes has been with the Veterans Administration for 2.5 years as Chief of Social Work Services and has developed the Seamless Transition program for OIF/OEF veterans including acting as co-chair of the VA regional PTSD Research and Education Committee, and providing clinical intervention for veterans with TBI, PTSD, substance abuse, and military sexual trauma.  Dr. Hughes is active in research, training, and education in both the local community and with organizations and VA efforts across the country.  Dr. Hughes is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker, a Diplomate with the Academy of Domestic Violence Counselors, a Diplomate in Professional Psychotherapy and Professional Counseling with the International Academy of Behavioral Medicine, Counseling and Psychotherapy, and a Diplomate with the National Association of Forensic Counselors. 

Tricia Vail, LCSW is currently the primary clinician in the CDTP (Chemical Dependency Treatment Program) and co-facilitates the military sexual trauma groups.
Jennifer Yanez, MSW is the OIF/OEF Program Manager and co-facilitates PTSD groups.

