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Brief Abstract of Proposed Presentation:  (Please limit to one page)

The Army Wounded Warrior Program (AW2), a Department of the Army program, is dedicated to support severely injured and wounded soldiers/veterans insuring that no warrior is left behind. In a unique collaboration with the Department of Veteran Affairs, the Army Wounded Warrior Program has placed Soldier Family Management Specialists within VA Polytrauma Network Centers. During this presentation, the Army Wounded Warrior program will be presented outlining coordination with VA OIF/OEF Coordinator Dr. Mel Tapper and Ms. Amy Cahill-Hickey, Polytrauma Network Site social work case manager for VISN 1: New England. Also featured will be a discussion on how the Army Wounded Warrior program works with military Community-Based Health Care Organizations (CBCHOs), VA Benefits Administration, and other community providers.

Objectives:  List four knowledge areas and objectives to be taught during the presentation (requirement for CEU credit).

1. Awareness of Army Wounded Warrior Program (AW2) Mission, Purpose, and Aims

2. Provide information on best practices involving seamless transition between Army Wounded Warrior Program and VA Polytrauma Network Site

3. Identify key concerns of soldiers/veterans who are enrolled in Army Wounded Warrior Program

4. Identify future collaborative opportunities between Army Wounded Warrior Program and VA Healthcare System

Biography
CPT/Mr. Jeffrey M. Cox is the Soldier Family Management Specialist with the Army Wounded Warrior Program assigned to support VA Boston Healthcare System/VISN 1: New England. A licensed clinical social worker, CPT Cox was deployed in 2005-2006 in Iraq with the 883rd Medical Company (Combat Stress Control) and served as a clinical social worker with combat stress team. He currently is assigned within the Massachusetts National Guard to C MED, 126 BSB.

Dr. Mel Tapper serves as OIF/OEF Coordinator for the Boston VA Healthcare System. A clinical social worker and clinical field instructor for Boston College, Dr. Tapper has presented Boston's aggressive outreach within the Massachusetts National Guard, US Army Reserves, and the US Marines. 

Amy Cahill-Hickey is a Social Work Case Manager, VISN 1 Polytrauma Network Site. Ms. Cahill-Hickey is a clinical social worker and clinical field instructor for Boston College. Ms. Cahill-Hickey works integrally throughout VA New England's Polytrauma Network Teams throughout a six state region.
