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Media Advisory 
 
 
Medical students take part in Antietam Road March 

 BETHESDA, Md. -- About 167 first-year students of the Uniformed Services University’s 

School of Medicine will relive parts of “the Bloodiest Day of the Civil War” on May 1 during a 6-

mile march around Antietam National Battlefield in Sharpsburg, Md.   

During the march, the students -- dressed in full-gear, wearing helmets, boots and 

rucksacks – will encounter faculty members dressed in period costume portraying Civil War 

characters and discussing battlefield conditions in terms of medical treatment offered to wounded 

soldiers during that time. They will gain an understanding of the events of the Battle of Antietam 

as well as the unique challenges faced by the medical personnel involved in that battle.  

The Antietam National Battlefield was the site of the Battle of Antietam, or Sharpsburg, in 

which more than 23,100 men were killed, wounded or listed as missing in one single day, Sept. 17, 

1862. Approximately 4,000 were killed, and in the days that followed, many more died of wounds 

or disease. The peaceful village of Sharpsburg was turned into a huge hospital and burial ground 

extending for miles in all directions.  

 

NOTE:  Media representatives who plan to attend should call the USU Office of 
University Affairs at (301) 295-9702/3166.  Media representatives should arrive at the 
Antietam National Battlefield in Sharpsburg, Md., by 7:30 a.m. for this media opportunity. 
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