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September PFA General Meeting Minutes Cliffnotes Version
 (the complete minutes are attached to this email)

· The September meeting was held on Wednesday, September 16th at 12:00pm in Room A2052 with approximately 30 attendees
· Next month’s meeting is set for Wednesday, October 21st at 4:00pm in Room A2054

· We read through the ByLaws and ratified Articles 1-4 with a few changes.
· We will complete ratification of the ByLaws at our October meeting

· Elections for all offices will also be held at our October meeting – keep an eye out for more information and statements from our nominees!

· Committee Reports were given (to get involved, email the chair of the committee in which you are interested, see below)
· Bylaws Committee (Cathy Jozwik - cjozwik@usuhs.mil)

· Seminars & Career Development Joint Committee (Judy Fontana – judith.fontana.CTR@usuhs.mil or Aishu Ramaswamy - aramaswamy@usuhs.mil)

· Information Clearinghouse Committee (Anuj Sharma - asharma@usuhs.mil)

· Scientific Training Committee (Marina Torrero - mtorrero@usuhs.mil)

· Postdoc Orientation Committee (Christian Kurtis - Christian.Kurtis.CTR@usuhs.mil)

· Networking Committee (Jen Tobin - Jennifer.Tobin.CTR@usuhs.mil or Ravinder Pannu - rpannu@usuhs.mil)

· Public Relations Committee (Christian Kurtis - Christian.Kurtis.CTR@usuhs.mil)

· Liaison to Administration & Faculty Committee (Rajesh Thangapazham - rlthangapazham@usuhs.mil)

· Community Outreach Committee (Marc Huebner - Marc.Hubner@usuhs.mil or Morris Makobongo - Morris.Makobongo.ctr@usuhs.mil)

· Department Representatives (Shilpa Kulkarni - kulkarni@afrri.usuhs.mil)
Elections will be held at our next PFA General Assembly meeting on Wednesday, October 21st at 4:00pm in Room A2054.
NOMINEES:
Co President:
Christian Kurtis
Dimple Khetawat
Melissa Wilson

FelCom Representative:
Mathanraj Packiam
Sarah Delamotte

Secretary:
Jennifer Tobin

Treasurer:
Steve Zumbrun


ELECTION PROCEDURE:

1.  Nominees for each office will be announced to the PFA by an email sent out prior to the October meeting of the PFA General Assembly.

2.  Elections will occur by secret ballot at the October meeting of the PFA General Assembly.  For those who are not able to attend this meeting, a secret ballot can be submitted to Cathy Jozwik NO LATER THAN Tuesday, October 20th at 3pm.

For more specific information about the election procedure and for a listing of all duties of the above-listed officers, please refer to Article 4 of the ByLaws.
The PFA is now Linked-In and on Facebook!

If you are already a member of Linked In, go to:
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?about=&gid=1957916
If you are new to Linked In or want to learn more, go to:
http://www.linkedin.com/


Come join our new Facebook page at:
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/group.php?gid=151604872441 
or search us under groups as "USU Postdoctoral Fellows Association”


Information on Judging the Montgomery County Science Fair
Registration for the Montgomery County Science Fair is on-going and is online: Follow the links at    http://www.sciencemontgomery.org/ )

ScienceMONTGOMERY, the Montgomery County Science Fair will be held in the Reckord Armory Building at the University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland, on March 19-21, 2010. 

Saturday March 20 at U. of Md               
- Category Judges 8 AM-5:00 PM 
- Students Grade 9-12, 12-3:00 PM
- Students Grade 6-8, 2:30 PM-5:00 PM
- Special Awards Judging 12-5 PM
- Project take-down 5-6 PM 

Sunday March 21 - At Gaithersburg High School Auditorium
- Awards Ceremony 2 – 4 PM 

Benefits:  Networking with scientists/PI/Post-Docs from MedImmune,NIH branches and institutes (NIAID,NIDDK etc), NIST, U. of Md etc.

Enter the MedImmune Abstract Competition
http://www.medimmune.com/abstract_comp09.aspx
MedImmune's 4th Annual RIA Research Abstract Competition
MedImmune’s Department of Respiratory, Inflammation and Autoimmunity (RIA) invites authors to submit abstracts for consideration in the 4th Annual MedImmune RIA Research Abstract Competition. Authors of the top ten abstracts will be invited to present at MedImmune’s headquarters facility in Gaithersburg, MD, with travel expenses (including two-to-three nights’ accommodations) covered by MedImmune. Three winners will be selected based on presentation content and delivery, with cash awards of $2,000, $1,000, and $500 issued to the first, second, and third place awardees. The deadline for abstract submission is October 12, 2009. Please submit via email to abstract@medimmune.com. Notification of acceptance or rejection by the scientific committee will be mailed on October 19, 2009. Abstract presentations will take place on November 13, 2009.

MedImmune's 1st Annual Oncology Research Abstract Competition
MedImmune’s Oncology Research Department invites authors to submit abstracts which describe their scientific work in the field of tumor microenvironment for consideration in the 1st Annual MedImmune Oncology Research Abstract Competition. Authors of the top ten abstracts will be invited to present at MedImmune’s research facility in Cambridge, UK, with travel expenses (including two-nights’ accommodation) covered by MedImmune. Three winners will be selected based on presentation content and delivery, with cash awards of £2,000, £1,000, and £500 issued to the first, second, and third place awardees. The deadline for abstract submission is October 12, 2009. Please submit via email to abstractoncology@medimmune.com. Notification of acceptance or rejection by the scientific committee will be mailed on October 19, 2009. Abstract presentations will take place on November 20, 2009.

The Oxygen Club of Greater Washington (http://rsb.info.nih.gov/o2-club/) is seeking new members!
The Oxygen Club of Greater Washington, DC meets once a month at the NIH, Bld 10. They are interested in having fresh blood to revitalize the club. Really good speakers present their work regularly. In return, the Club is willing to host a seminar competition for the post-docs (NIH and USUHS) every other quarter if the response is good. We are still working out the issues, but if there are enough people interested, this could be a good platform for networking, career development, improving presentation skills and a chance to take a walk on nice afternoons. The only criterion is that the topics are related reactive oxygen/nitrogen species and any research related to it.
Upcoming Seminar:
Heme Proteins and Pathways in Oxidative Stress
Tuesday, October 20, 2009
Symposium, 1 pm – 4 pm, Lipsett Auditorium, NIH
Poster Session, 4:30 pm – 6 pm, Sanford Auditorium, USUHS
Dinner and Special Talk, 6 pm – 8 pm, Sanford Auditorium, USUHS
Contact: Gregory Kato gkato@mail.nih.gov
Congratulations to Rajesh Thangapazham for receiving a travel award for:
the International Tuberous Sclerosis Alliance Research Conference. The conference  took place at the Hilton Indian LakesResort in Bloomingdale, IL, September 23-26. 

Presented in "Session IV: Current and Future Therapeutic Options for TSC and Related
Disorders.”
Cellular targets of rapamycin in a xenograft model of TSC skin tumors
Shaowei Li1, Rajesh L. Thangapazham1, Ji-an Wang1, Sangeetha Rajesh1, Joel Moss2, Thomas N. Darling1
1Department of Dermatology, Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, Bethesda, MD., 2Translational Medicine Branch, National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD. 


Job Announcements
University of Michigan
Microbial Ecology: Relationships to the Environment and Human Health
 

The University of Michigan invites applications for two tenure-track assistant professor positions in microbial ecology: one in the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology in the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; and one in the Department of  Epidemiology in the School of Public Health.  These positions are two of four new positions university-wide for establishing an interdisciplinary cluster in microbial ecology.  The ideal candidate will use modern molecular biology techniques (the ‘omics), or complex or multi-level modeling in an ecological or epidemiological context, and will be expected to participate in ongoing and new interdisciplinary activities focused on the ecology of microorganisms and their relationship to the environment and human health.  Departmental affiliation will be set by mutual agreement, and teaching duties will be based on curricular needs of the home department.  Applicants should have advanced training in microbiology, disease ecology, epidemiology, or a related field.  Information regarding this cluster hire and links to all participating Departments and related research and education initiatives can be found at https://sitemaker.umich.edu/encrypt/microbial.ecology/home.

 

To apply, please provide: a cover letter identifying primary department of interest, complete curriculum vitae, statement of current and future research plans that emphasizes how interdisciplinary approaches and an ecological perspective are integrated in your research, statement of teaching philosophy and experience, evidence of teaching experience, and three letters of recommendation.  Send to: Microbial Ecology Search Committee, Department of Epidemiology, 109 Observatory Street, Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2029 or electronically to emilysw@umich.edu.  Review of applications will begin November 1, 2009 and continue until a suitable candidate is identified.  Women and minorities are encouraged to apply and the University is supportive of the needs of dual career couples.  The University of Michigan is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.

*********************************************************
Betsy Foxman, PhD
Professor of Epidemiology
Director, MAC-EPID
bfoxman@umich.edu
Editor-in-Chief, Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Infectious Disease http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ipid/
734 764 5487 (office)
734 764 5462 (assistant)

Two Postdoctoral Positions Available at the University of Maryland, Baltimore Laboratory of Patrik Bavoil, PhD

-o-o-o-o-

Project “Eco-Pathogenomics of Chlamydial Reproductive Tract Infection” (EPCRTI, NIH NIAID STD-Cooperative Research Center)

EPRCTI is an ambitious collaborative effort including several laboratories at the University of Maryland Baltimore (UMB) (chlamydial pathogenesis, genomic diversity, vaginal microbiota diversity, bioinformatics and clinical resources), the Uniformed Services University (chlamydial antibiotic resistance and physiology), the University of Idaho (bacterial evolution), the University of Arkansas (animal modeling of chlamydial infection) and the University of New South Wales, Australia (biomathematics). 

Postdoctoral projects available in Dr. Bavoil’s laboratory will broadly involve: 

1. studies of the genetic and phenotypic diversity of the polymorphic membrane protein (pmp) families of Chlamydia trachomatis and Chlamydia caviae and of the Pmp-specific immune response, in relationship with chlamydial genomic diversity and with the diversity of the vaginal microbiota of humans and guinea pigs;

2. studies of the genetic and functional (development and pathogenesis) diversity of the type III secretion system of Chlamydia trachomatis and Chlamydia caviae and its translocated effectors in relationship with chlamydial genomic diversity and with the diversity of the vaginal microbiota of humans and guinea pigs.

The laboratory of Dr. Patrik Bavoil is in the newly created Department of Microbial Pathogenesis located on the 9th floor of the new Dental School building of UMB, across from the UMB Medical School and the Institute for Genome Sciences. The UMB campus is in downtown Baltimore near Cambden Yards and the Inner Harbor of Baltimore.

Postdoctoral salaries are based on the NIH scale for postdoctoral fellows, are commensurate with prior postdoctoral experience and include the UMB medical insurance benefit package. 

UMB is an equal opportunity employer committed to building an inclusive and diverse campus community and fostering a climate which promotes and values diversity and respect for the individual.

Both positions are available immediately. 

Please send your application including a statement of short and long-term professional interests, a copy of your CV, copies of representative publications and the names (and e-mail addresses of 3 references) to Dr. Bavoil at pbavoil@umaryland.edu.

