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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The F. Edward Hébert School of Medicine is dedicated to preparing ethical, highly competent physicians who are committed to “caring for those in harm’s way.”  Towards that end, our faculty adopted the following objectives:

1.
We select applicants who demonstrate great potential as future physicians and a strong commitment to military medicine and public health.

2.
We provide a student-centered educational program, the characteristics of which include:

•
detailed feedback from the students at the end of each course/clerkship and each academic year. Faculty reflection and appropriate action on that feedback are integral components of curriculum development.

•
student representation in our executive curriculum committee.

•
opportunities for students to help define required materials and to master these materials in a variety of ways, including lectures, self study, and small group sessions.

•
extensive opportunities for student and faculty interaction, to include one-on-one experiences throughout the curriculum.

3.
We acquaint our students with the various career options available to physicians in the uniformed services through the provision of special experiences throughout their training.  Moreover, we provide all students with rigorous, comprehensive curricula in preventive medicine/public health and military/operational medicine. These include “hands-on” field education exercises during which students have extensive one-on-one interactions with each other and with the faculty as well as operational experiences that allow students to explore and maximize their professional interests.

4.
Our educational program is organized to maximize our students’ preparedness to meet the General Competencies of the American Board of Medical Specialties and Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education prior to, during, or by the completion of their Graduate Medical Education, as appropriate.  It is designed to prepare our students to pass the several components of the United States Medical Licensing Examination required for medical licensure.   Further, it is organized to assure integration of the principles of officership as well as the knowledge, skills, and professionalism expected of uniformed medical officers.  Toward these goals, our faculty - with input from student representatives - developed the Objectives of the Educational Program for the School of Medicine. 

OBJECTIVES OF THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

MEDICAL AND POPULATION HEALTH KNOWLEDGE 

Medical school graduates must demonstrate knowledge about established and evolving biomedical, clinical, epidemiological, and social-behavioral sciences and the application of this knowledge to patient care and population health. Medical school graduates are expected to: 

1.
demonstrate an investigatory and analytic thinking approach to clinical situations, given that in many situations not all desired information is available, thus requiring decisions to be based on the most reasonable interpretation of the information that is available. 

2.
demonstrate and apply knowledge of the normal structure, development, and function (anatomical, molecular, biochemical, and cellular mechanisms) of the body and of each of its major organ systems 

3.
demonstrate and apply knowledge of the altered development, structures and function (pathology and pathophysiology) of the body and its major systems, the causes (genetic, metabolic, toxic, microbiologic, autoimmune, neoplastic, degenerative, behavioral, and traumatic) of common diseases and conditions (pathogenesis), and the most frequent clinical, laboratory, imaging, and pathologic manifestations of those diseases and conditions

4.
demonstrate and apply knowledge of important non-biological determinants of health, including economic, psychological, social, and cultural factors, and discuss the impact of cultural, ethnic, racial, and religious factors on society, health, health care delivery, and the workplace

5.
demonstrate and apply knowledge of the therapeutic interventions (medical, surgical, pharmacologic, physical, behavioral, and cognitive) available for common diseases and conditions, including interventions for prevention and for pain management  

6.
apply knowledge of the epidemiology of common diseases and conditions and identify systematic approaches to reduce disease incidence and prevalence in a population 

7.
demonstrate knowledge of the worldwide burden of diseases and the local and regional conditions that influence the health of people around the world 

8.
discuss major developments in the history of medicine in society and in the military and the various approaches to the organization, financing, and delivery of health care, including the federal healthcare systems.

INTERPERSONAL AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS 

Medical school graduates must be able to demonstrate interpersonal and communication skills that result in effective information exchange and teaming with patients, their patients’ families, and professional associates. Medical school graduates are expected to: 

1.
create and sustain a therapeutic and ethically sound relationship with patients and families

2.
use effective listening skills and elicit and provide information using effective nonverbal, explanatory, questioning, and writing skills 

3.
apply the principles of shared decision-making as an interpersonal and communications skill

PATIENT CARE 

Medical school graduates must be able to provide patient care that is compassionate, appropriate, and effective for the treatment of health problems and the promotion of health. Medical school graduates, as they move to progressively greater roles of independence and responsibility while still under appropriate levels of supervision, are expected to: 

1.
communicate effectively and demonstrate caring and respectful behaviors when interacting with, counseling, and educating patients and their families 

2.
gather essential and accurate information about their patients and develop an appropriate differential diagnosis 

3.
make informed decisions and develop diagnostic and therapeutic management plans for common acute and chronic conditions based on patient information and preferences, up-to-date scientific evidence, and clinical judgment 

4.
use information technology to support patient care decisions and patient education 

5.
perform competently those medical and invasive procedures considered essential for their level of clinical training 

6.
provide healthcare services aimed at preventing health problems, maintaining health, and supporting a healthy, fit and ready military force

7.
work with healthcare professionals, including those from other disciplines, to provide patient-centered care

8.
recognize, treat, and take appropriate measures to prevent the common diseases, conditions and injuries that have the potential to reduce military readiness or that are unique to military service 

9.
recognize the need for and institute initial therapy for patients with immediately life threatening diseases, conditions, and injuries, and outline an initial course of management for patients requiring critical care

10.
understand and utilize multidisciplinary principles and a patient-centered approach to palliative and end-of-life care

11.
demonstrate effective skills in triage, stabilization, management, and evacuation for civilian and military emergency response and mass casualty situations, including response to weapons of mass destruction (biological, chemical, radiological, and nuclear threats) 

PRACTICE-BASED LEARNING AND IMPROVEMENT 

Medical school graduates must be able to investigate and evaluate their patient care practices, appraise and assimilate scientific evidence, and improve their patient care practices. Medical school graduates are expected to: 

1.
analyze practice experience and perform practice-based improvement activities using a systematic methodology

2.
locate, appraise, and assimilate evidence from scientific studies relevant to their patients’ health problems

3.
obtain and use information about the patients for whom they care and the larger population from which their patients are drawn while simultaneously maximizing patient privacy 

4.
apply knowledge of study designs and statistical methods to the appraisal of clinical studies and other information on diagnostic and therapeutic effectiveness 

5.
use information technology to manage information, access on-line medical information, and support their own education 

6.
discuss the power of the scientific method in establishing disease causation and in demonstrating the efficacy of traditional and complementary therapies

7.
demonstrate commitment to lifelong learning to stay abreast of relevant scientific advances 

PROFESSIONALISM AND OFFICERSHIP 

Medical school graduates must demonstrate commitment to carrying out professional responsibilities, adherence to ethical principles, and sensitivity to a diverse patient population. Medical school graduates are expected to: 

1.
demonstrate respect, compassion, and integrity; display a responsiveness to the needs of patients and society that supersedes self-interest; demonstrate accountability to patients, society, and the profession; and exhibit a commitment to excellence and to one’s own on-going professional development

2.
demonstrate commitment to ethical principles pertaining to provision or withholding of clinical care, end of life care, confidentiality of patient information, and informed consent

3.
demonstrate sensitivity and responsiveness to patients’ culture, age, gender, and disabilities

4.
display life skills and time management skills for balancing professional and personal responsibilities

5.
demonstrate commitment to the Principles of the Geneva Convention and the Law of War as they apply to physicians and the delivery of health care in combat and operations other than war

6.
demonstrate commitment to the principles of ethical behavior for those in government service and also in the business practices of medicine

SYSTEM-BASED PRACTICE 

Medical school graduates must demonstrate awareness of and responsiveness to the larger context and system of health care and the ability to effectively call on system resources to provide care that is of optimal value. Medical school graduates are expected to: 

1.
understand how their patient care and other professional practices affect other healthcare professionals, the healthcare organization, and the larger society and how these elements of the system affect their own practice

2.
discuss how types of medical practice and delivery systems differ from one another, including the methods of controlling healthcare costs and allocating resources

3.
practice cost-effective health care and resource allocation that does not compromise quality of care

4.
advocate for access to health care, quality patient care, and patient safety, and assist patients in dealing with system complexities

5.
describe the organizational structures of the military, public health, and other federal health services and their interactions under operational conditions

6.
know and apply effective skills for health care and health service support in operational deployment and emergency response, including the concepts of mobility, proximity, flexibility, conformity, and coordination

7.
function effectively as part of a healthcare team and demonstrate a collaborative approach that recognizes the important roles of other healthcare professionals in caring for individual patients and in promoting the health of defined populations
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