Instructional Objectives:

The clinical clerkship in Obstetrics and Gynecology focuses on mastering the principles involved in addressing the health care needs of women.  Since most medical students do not pursue a career in Obstetrics and Gynecology, the clerkship is structured to expose all students to a wide spectrum of female conditions, both normal and pathologic.  With this experience, you will better understand the health issues unique to this patient population regardless of your chosen field of medicine 

As third year medical students, you will actively participate in the evaluation and management of routine and complicated OB/GYN patients in both the inpatient and ambulatory care settings over the course of the six week clerkship experience.  Under the direct supervision of resident and attending staff obstetrician-gynecologists, you will interact with patients and learn about their specific health problems.

The following objectives specific to this clerkship are designed to meet the Uniformed Services University School of Medicine objectives as well as the above described APGO objectives.

The Gynecological Inpatient Experience:


1. Follow patients through the course of their hospital stays.


2. Participate in the surgical and medical management of the patient.

· perform assessments and write progress notes

· perform history and physical examinations that include a discussion of the patients’ problems

· present the patients’ daily status to the team of faculty, residents, and fellow students on rounds 

The Obstetrical Inpatient Experience:

1. Understand the principles of management of labor: 

· stages of normal labor

· fetal assessment and monitoring techniques

· pain management


2.  Participate in vaginal deliveries:

· feto-pelvic anatomic relationships

· spontaneous and assisted deliveries

· pain management

· episiotomy and laceration repair


3.  Become familiar with complications in the labor and delivery process:
· management of dysfunctional labor
· indications for cesarean section delivery
· peripartum or postpartum hemorrhage
· neonatal resuscitation

4.  Manage the postpartum patient in conjunction with the resident or staff; demonstrate knowledge of the following:

· normal maternal physiologic changes of the postpartum period 

· normal postpartum patient care 

· appropriate postpartum patient counseling

5.  Duties while on the Obstetric service will include patient assessment, written         

H&P’s and progress notes, and presentation to the Obstetric team.

The Surgical Experience:


1.  The student will be an active participant in the operating room.

2.  The student will review normal and abnormal anatomic relations of the female pelvis.

3.  The student will be exposed to gross pathology of disease processes in women.

4.  The student will demonstrate basic surgical procedures:
· assisting in surgical procedures
· knot tying
· suturing techniques

5.  The student will understand the principles of surgical management:

· indications for surgical vs. medical management of diseases and disorders

· diagnosis and management of surgical complications

The Ambulatory Care Experience:

1. The student will participate in the outpatient management of the routine and complicated obstetrical patient.
· take a focused obstetrical history
· perform a focused obstetrical exam
· perform the initial obstetrical history and physical examination
· understand the rationale for each laboratory test ordered and the normal and abnormal values expected during pregnancy


2.  The student will participate in the outpatient management of the routine and 

            complicated gynecological patient.

· Perform the annual female examination screening:

· PAP smear and pelvic examination

· breast examination

· contraception and STD counseling

· primary health care screening

· Perform a focused problem gynecologic history and physical examination. 


3.  The student will understand the indications, risks, and contraindications for office procedures in OB/GYN

· Colposcopy and cervical biopsy

· Amniocentesis

· Pelvic ultrasonography

· Antepartum fetal monitoring

· Endometrial biopsy

· Hysterosalpingography


· Electrosurgical excision of cervix

· Hysteroscopy

· Needle aspiration of breast mass

· Vulvar biopsy


Military and Women’s Health Care:

The student will be exposed to balancing the active duty woman’s health care needs with the military mission.

· Military profiles

· Convalescent leave

Psychosocial Aspects of Women’s Health:


The student will understand the psychosocial aspects of womens health. 

(    Retired active duty woman

· Female family members

· Sexuality

· Abuse

