Grading Policy:

Your final grade and written assessment at the conclusion of the clerkship will be

based on the following components:

Noncognitive Performance: 30%

Cognitive Performance: 20%

Case Presentations: 10%

NBME Written Examination: 30%

OSCE Performance: 10%

FAILURE OF ANY ONE OF THESE ELEMENTS ALONE WILL RESULT IN A FAILING GRADE.  REMEDIATION OF POOR PERFORMANCE FOR SITUATIONS NOT DETAILED ABOVE WILL BE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE DEPARTMENT CHAIR.
A grade of D- is required to pass the written exam.  Failure of the exam will result in a grade of “Incomplete” for the clerkship.  In order to pass the clerkship, the exam will need to be re-taken and passed (D- or better).

If a student fails to pass the repeat exam, the initial “Incomplete” grade will be converted to an “F” and remediation of the clerkship will be recommended in the following manner:  

If the student’s clinical performance was adequate, (C- or better on Cognitive AND Non-Cognitive assessments), the student will complete an additional 4-week ob/gyn clerkship.  The student will need a satisfactory clinical performance as well retake the NBME exam.  The passing grade for passing this exam will be raised to a C- or better.

If the student’s clinical performance was inadequate, (< C- on either Cognitive OR Non-Cognitive assessments) the student must repeat the full MSIII 6-week core clinical clerkship, achieving adequate clinical performance, AND retake the exam, getting at least a C-.

Note that the criteria for passing the exam during remediation is significantly higher than required during the initial clerkship.  This is a reflection of the increased focus on the subject matter we feel a student should have, given the additional exposure to the discipline.

Failure of the standard remediation described above will be subject to remediation at the Department Chair’s discretion and may involve repeating the NBME exam and/or other suitable methods of evaluation to include oral examination.

In the event more than one NBME subject exam is taken, the scores will be averaged together to calculate a final grade for the clerkship.

All grades and narrative descriptions of your performance will be discussed at a teleconference attended by the various site coordinators.  This occurs approximately four weeks after your rotation is complete, to allow the final exam scores from the NBME to be returned prior to the teleconference.  Your final grade and narrative evaluation are then sent to the Chairman and the Registrar’s office approximately 6 weeks after the conclusion of your clerkship.  

If you have a question about your grade, please contact Ms. Tanya Christian at 295-3777 or tchristian@usuhs.mil.  If you are unsuccessful in reaching Ms. Christian, please contact Dr. Sarah Page, the clerkship director, at (301) 295-6009.
