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1. Diabetes and Literacy: Negotiating Control Through Artifacts of Medicalization.
Abstract
My experience with the California Department of Motor Vehicles offers a case to explore how bureaucratic institutions monitor, classify, and control individuals. By examining artifacts created for and used by the DMV through the lens of literacy studies, I discuss the variety of rhetorical strategies used in each document and the effects and implications of those strategies, for example on subjectivity or identity, and move beyond the language of the artifacts themselves to attend to how they are invested with power in the management and control of populations. 
Source
Journal of Medical Humanities, {J-Med-Humanit}, 23 Jan 2009 (epub: 23 1 2009), ISSN: 1041-3545. 
Author
Martins-David-S.
Author affiliation
Department of English, California State University, Chico, Chico, CA, 95929-0830, USA
2. Association Between Health Literacy and HIV Treatment Adherence: Further Evidence from Objectively Measured Medication Adherence. 

Abstract
Background. People with lower-health literacy are vulnerable to health problems. Studies that have examined the association between literacy and medication adherence have relied on self-reported adherence, which is subject to memory errors, perhaps even more so in people with poor literacy. Purpose. To examine the association between health literacy and objectively assessed HIV treatment adherence. Methods. Men and women (N = 145) receiving antiretroviral therapy completed a test of health literacy and measures of common adherence markers. Medication adherence was monitored by unannounced pill counts. Results. Median adherence was 71%; participants with lower-health literacy also demonstrated poorer adherence compared to participants with higher literacy. Hierarchical regression showed literacy predicted adherence over and above all other factors. Sensitivity tests showed the same results for 80% and 90% adherence. Conclusions. The association between literacy and adherence appears robust and was confirmed using an objective measure of medication adherence.
Source

Journal of the International Association of Physicians in AIDS Care (Chicago Ill.: 2002), {J-Int-Assoc-Physicians-AIDS-Care-Chic-Ill}, Nov-Dec 2008 (epub: 04 Dec 2008), vol. 7, no. 6, p. 317-23, ISSN: 1545-1097. 

Author

Kalichman-Seth-C, Pope-Howard, White-Denise, Cherry-Chauncey, Amaral- Christina-M, Swetzes-Connie, Flanagan-Jody, Kalichman-Moira-O.
Author affiliation

University of Connecticut, Storrs, Connecticut
3. Self-reported cultural competence of public health nurses in a Southeastern U.S. Public health department. 

Abstract
OBJECTIVE: Delivery of culturally competent public health nursing that can address health disparities is dependent on competent practice by nurses. Examining public health nurses' (PHNs') cultural competence provides a basis for planning and developing interventions to ensure competent care. Examine the cultural competence of PHNs. DESIGN: Descriptive, exploratory study examining the measured cultural competence of PHNs and their perceptions of delivery of culturally competent care. SAMPLE: A convenience sample of 31 PHNs participated. MEASUREMENTS: Participants completed the Cultural Competence Assessment tool and documented personal experiences and perceptions of culturally competent health care through open-ended questions. RESULTS: Most participants reported a moderate level of cultural competence. Cultural awareness and sensitivity scores were higher than scores for culturally competent behaviors. Participation in specific types of cultural competence training was significantly related to higher scores on cultural competence. Participants documented culturally competent care for a diverse clientele and requested additional diversity educational opportunities and interpreter services. CONCLUSIONS: The nurses had culturally competent knowledge and attitudes but were unable to fully and consistently enact these in practice. The need for appropriate cultural competence education and interpreter services addressing health disparities, as mandated in the Culturally and Linguistically Appropriate Services in Health Care standards, is emphasized.
Source
Public health nursing (Boston Mass.), {Public-Health-Nurs}, Jan-Feb 2009, vol. 26, no. 1, p. 48-57, ISSN: 1525-1446. 

Author
Starr-Sharon, Wallace-Debra-C. 

Author affiliation
David Belk Cannon Health Education Institute, Gaston College, Dallas, NC 28033, USA.
4. Health information literacy and mental health nursing. 

Abstract
n/a
Source
Issues in mental health nursing, {Issues-Ment-Health-Nurs}, Jan 2009, vol. 30, no. 1, p. 64-5, ISSN: 1096-4673. 

Author
Fetter-Marilyn-S.
Author affiliation
College of Nursing, Villanova University, Villanova, Pennsylvania 19085, USA.
5. Graduate public health education--Singapore's contribution to strengthening capacity in the region and beyond. 

Abstract

The year 2008 marks the 55th anniversary of the graduate public health programme in Singapore. This article traces the evolution of the programme-from the Diploma in Public Health in 1953 to the Master of Public Health in 2007--in response to changing challenges and needs. It also discusses the role Singapore can continue to play in addressing global inequities in access to public health education and in strengthening public health capacity in the region and beyond. 
Source 
Annals of the Academy of Medicine Singapore, {Ann-Acad-Med-Singap}, Dec 2008, vol. 37, no. 12, p. 1046-50, ISSN: 0304-4602. 

Author
Lim-Meng-Kin, Seow-Adeline, Wilder-Smith-Annelies, Lee-Hin-Peng. 

Author affiliation
Department of Community, Occupational & Family Medicine, Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine, National University of Singapore, 16 Medical Drive, Singapore
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